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WELCOME

Gaynor Rupert,
founder and chairwoman of 
The Imibala Trust

Twenty years after starting Imibala in a small rented house in Andries 
Pretorius Street in Somerset West I’m happy to say we are still going and 
growing with each and every passing year. I started by trying to create 
jobs for women in the Helderberg area and that grew into the Sponsor-
a-Child programme when we saw the need for school uniforms and to 
take the financial burden off the parents and grandparents. 

In the first year we had 53 children and we now clothe over 3,000 
children a year. We are at our maximum capacity in this area but hope 
to expand to other towns, we already have a satellite Imibala in Graaff-
Reinet. It has been a slow but steady progression over 20 years and I 
feel we are now poised to help in other areas as well, something that 
has always been a dream of mine.

In the early years I asked my mother, Donna Downie, to teach art to 
the children while their mothers learnt to sew and do various crafts. 
She was the one who identified the need for the uniforms, shoes and 
stationery. Thereafter we started our other afternoon programmes such 
as music, pottery, ballet, drama, computer, coding and others which are 
run by some 50 volunteers ably helped by our wonderful staff of 24. 
Over the years I have been helped by so many people – too many to 
mention here.

Today we have a wonderful and generous corps of sponsors and 
donors. My husband and I bought the original house in 2005 and today 
we have seven buildings which comprise of the Imibala Village. 

I would like to thank each and every one of you who has helped to 
improve a child’s life in whatever way. To our outstanding staff, so 
capably and lead by Theo these past three years, thank you. A special 
note of thanks to him and Jodine and the wonderful people who run 
Imibala on a day-to-day basis. Also a huge thank you to our ever 
growing body of volunteers who give up their time and knowledge 
each week. 

Nothing gives one more pleasure than making a child happy and 
Imibala is a happy place. I invite each one of you to come and visit 
our Imibala Village in Bright Street, Somerset West when you get the 
chance.
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WELCOME

Theo Willemse,
CEO of 
The Imibala Trust

One of the most wonderful things in the world is a smile on a  
child’s face! 

The Imibala Trust has been instrumental in putting smiles on many 
children’s faces over the past 21 years, thanks to our generous sponsors. 
Your donations have improved the lives of these children in so many 
ways by restoring their dignity and self-worth and giving them a 
sense of purpose and belonging, things many of us take for granted.
  
With the help of our sponsors, we provide the children with a quality 
school uniform package and introduce them to the amazing world 
of the creative and performing arts using only the best-of-the-best 
techniques and equipment.

It is incredible to see the impact a new school uniform makes, or the 
impression left behind by an art, music, dance, pottery or ballet class. 
Our state-of-the-art classrooms, library and learner advancement 
centre are all accessible to the children and provide the stepping stones 
required for them to improve their lives in a stress-free environment. 
They are offered an escape from their broken homes, broken clothes 
and less than perfect daily routines. Imibala is a place where they can 
just be children and immerse themselves in learning and creating. 

The biggest reward is welcoming back past students who have 
travelled the Imibala journey from childhood to becoming successful 
young adults with careers and families of their own. Many return to 
pay it forward by inspiring the young people currently experiencing 
what Imibala has to offer. There is nothing more powerful than a 
helping hand and guidance from someone who has been through the 
same experience, understands you fully, and inspires you to be the 
best you can be.  

We can never stand still. 

Thank you for trusting us to be the helping hand on your behalf and for 
the care and support of the Imibala children. Together we are stronger.
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FOREWORD

At Panerai, we are strongly convinced that culture and education are 
essential to safeguarding the future and a key driver to giving back 
value to our communities. Specifically, we believe in systematically 
implementing measures that are instrumental in realising this purpose. 

In this context, it is more important than ever to nurture those 
institutions whose values intersect with ours, and with The Imibala 
Trust, it has been an honour working and innovating together to 
assist underprivileged students in the present and future.
 
Education is the foundation of it all – developing human resources, 
propelling progress, and a catalyst for new ideas to improving 
humanity. When children have educational opportunities, the benefit 
is many-fold, bringing positive changes not only to their families 
but to their respective communities as a whole. The trust’s work is 
hugely worthy of praise, with programmes created to ensure the 
substantial and measurable differences that they bring are relevant 
and meaningful to the young generation. 

This resounds greatly with Panerai’s community and people pillar, 
which is why we have renewed our support this year through 
financial assistance, provision of materials, and shared knowledge, 
just like in years past.
 
We hope that our contribution will be inspiring to these future leaders 
of generations to come and, consequently, foster constructive and 
impactful changes in their communities and beyond.

Jean-Marc Pontroué,
CEO of Panerai
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FOREWORD

Mark Raine,
Co-CEO of Mercedes-Benz 
South Africa and Executive 
Director: Mercedes-Benz Cars

Mercedes-Benz South Africa is tremendously proud to be associated 
with The Imibala Trust, an organisation that makes a very real and 
crucial difference in the lives of underprivileged children. We’re 
equally excited to participate in the Imibala Summer Gala, an 
evening of friendship, networking and an opportunity to give back 
in a meaningful way. 

This year’s gala aims to be a zero-waste event, which ties in perfectly 
to Mercedes-Benz South Africa’s approach in 2023 and beyond. As 
we continue to strengthen our position as the leading premium 
brand in the automotive space, we look ahead to the future to do 
our part in creating a world that will continue to offer a wealth 
of opportunities to the children aided by Imibala, and others. Our 
focus is on sustainability, and to support this approach, we’re in the 
process of introducing the largest electric vehicle range South Africa 
has yet seen. Mercedes-EQ represents the very best of Mercedes-
Benz, the oldest motoring company in the world. Innovation and 
emotion pair effortlessly to create a range of cars that are a joy to 
drive, technologically advanced, spacious and beautiful, yet produce 
zero tailpipe emissions. 

Luxury remains a core focus, too, and at the Imibala Summer Gala, 
we’re showcasing the Mercedes-Benz brand in its most opulent 
form: the S-Class grand saloon, as well as vehicles from the 
Mercedes-Maybach brand. As the luxury division of Mercedes-Benz, 
Mercedes-Maybach offers a bespoke range of cars at the absolute 
top of their game.

Mercedes-Benz salutes The Imibala Trust for its diligent work to 
make the world a better place and safeguard a sustainable tomorrow 
for our next generation of innovators.  
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THE 
IMIBALA TRUST

The Imibala Trust is a registered South African NPO which works with 
children of school-age whose lives are affected by impoverished 
circumstances. The Trust provides a platform from which to offer 
programmes that make a substantial and measurable difference in 
the lives of the children, currently and as they prepare for their lives 
after school. All children, regardless of race or creed, are assisted 
through these programmes.

The flagship programme which affects the largest number of 
children annually is the Sponsor-a-Child programme. The effects 
of persistent poverty continue to compromise children’s futures 
and hamper their dignity, safety and ability to thrive in the school 
system. Seeing a child put on their new school uniform creates the 
biggest smiles at Imibala. With a new school uniform, children can 
be identified as part of the school and look like their peers. Having 
a school uniform, they are also more likely to participate fully in the 
education process. A school uniform levels the playing fields in more 
ways than one!

The Imibala Trust has 21 partner schools in the Helderberg Basin 
and, through this network, children are identified and assessed for 
support from Imibala. As donations are received, they are allocated 
to the children who are on our system. Donations are regarded as an 
investment in the education of a child – giving them an opportunity 

A platform from which to 
offer programmes that make 
a substantial difference in the 
lives of children

www.imibala.com

to become the best they can be. For this reason, once the donor and 
child link has been made, it is hoped that to ensure sustainability and 
effectiveness, the sponsorship will become an ongoing commitment. 

Not all children are academically inclined and within the Creative 
and Performing Arts Department, art, drama, pottery, music and 
ballet classes are provided to encourage self-expression and a skill-
set that the children would otherwise not be exposed to. 

There are currently learners from 10 schools participating in these 
programmes. The majority of classes take place after school from 
2.30 until 4pm in the Imibala Village. Visitors are also welcome.

The Creative and Performing Arts Department has a dedicated team 
of volunteers who plan exciting and stimulating experiences that 
encourage children to discover and develop creative skills in a way 
that is not always possible at school. These volunteers truly form an 
integral part of Imibala. They nurture the children and help them 
with life skills wherever possible.

To be relevant and meaningful in addressing the needs of scholars 
in 21st century South Africa, the Learner Advancement Department 
is making huge strides in providing programmes that add value to 
children’s academic and social development. 
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The Learner Advancement Centre houses Imibala’s library and four 
classrooms, one of which is equipped with 22 computers donated 
by Panerai. The focus of this department is to provide programmes 
that are complementary to the school curriculum and add value 
to each child’s development journey. Programmes are targeted 
at both primary and high school learners and offer them a range 
of opportunities: computer-enhanced maths lessons, Lego play, 
coding, life skills and leadership development. 

More recently, Learner Advancement has launched two projects 
aimed at preparing young matriculants for the world of work, 
particularly related to the hospitality industry. The overarching aim 
of this department is to ensure that all Imibala learners leave school 
ready and prepared for their next steps.

Volunteers are an integral part of Imibala’s history and progress. 
As individuals have offered their time and shared their passion and 
skills on a committed basis, Imibala has been able to strengthen 
and diversify the programmes it can offer. There are many areas for 
volunteering and the focus is on providing a safe space for children 
to develop skills and flourish as they learn about themselves. Any 
skill shared is always very much appreciated. You can also make a 
financial contribution to a child or a specific project through the 
Imibala Trust website at www.imibala.com.
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OUR SUCCESS IS 
THANKS TO OUR MANY 
SUPPORTERS
Imibala has grown steadily over 
the past 20 years. This would 
not have been possible without 
the contribution and support of 
countless people, institutions 
and companies. 

Our many volunteers give 
of their time and share 
their passion and skills on a 
committed basis. Through them 
we have been able to strengthen 
and diversify the programmes 
we offers.

Our generous donors have 
provided us with funds and 
equipment to expand our centre 
in Somerset West. Plus there are 
so many who have sponsored 
a child in order to give them a 
new school uniform.

On behalf of the children who 
we have been able to help to 
fulfil their potential, we say a 
very big thank you. 

ORIGINAL ART, LUXURY 
ITEMS & EXCEPTIONAL 
EXPERIENCES ON AUCTION
Your auctioneer for 
the Imibala Summer Gala: 
Ariella Kuper

01 Leopard Creek Golf & Lowveld Bush Experience 20

02 Artwork by Richie Madyira 22

03 Dinner for 10 by John Norris-Rogers 24

04 Artwork by Mikhael Subotzky 26

05 Rupert & Rothschild Vignerons Experience 28

06 Sculpture by Frank van Reenen 30

07 Singita Luxury Safari Experience 32

08 Drostdy Hotel & Karoo Experience 34

09 Ballon Bleu de Cartier Watch 36

10 Tswalu Kalahari Experience 38

11 Sculpture by Dylan Lewis 40

12 The Best of London & the Chelsea Flower Show 42

13 Sculpture by Anton Smit 44

14 Chopard Copacabana Necklace 46

15 Painting by Riaan van Zyl  48

16 L’Ormarins Motoring, Horse-racing & Wine Experience 50

17 Eagle sculpture by Charlotte van Dyk 52

18 Historical Weimar Experience 54

19 Napa Valley Legendary Cars, Food & Wine 56

20 San Francisco Highlights Experience  58

21 Panerai Imibala Trust Edition Luminor Calendario Perpetuo 60

22 Four Seasons Desroches Island Seychelles Experience 62

23 The Imibala Tree by Strijdom van der Merwe 64
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INTRODUCTION

We make a living by what we 
get, but we make a life by what 
we give.

Winston Churchill

Asking artists to donate work is a delicate thing – you’re literally 
asking them to give away a part of their income. In South Africa 
especially, there are also so many other non-profit organisations 
that approach well-known artists with similar requests. We’re proud, 
therefore, to have a sensational selection of high-quality pieces 
from some of South Africa’s most famous artists on auction at the 
inaugural Imibala Summer Gala.

The 2023 Imibala Summer Gala auction also includes various beautiful 
 luxury items and a number of exceptional experiences donated by 
business partners who share in our ethos of giving back. 

Through the overwhelming generosity of these artists and businesses, 
we are able to inspire our guests to contribute generously to our 
cause. By investing in one of these original artworks and unique 
experiences our guests not only enrich their lives, but also help 
children in South Africa to achieve a brighter future. We’d like to 
extend a huge thank you to all our donors, and to all those bidding 
on their offerings. 

To sell this wonderful collection of art, experiences and luxury items, 
we have acclaimed auctioneer Ariella Kuper. 

Ariella is South Africa’s leading female auctioneer. Her oratorical 
skills as well as her extensive cultural and world knowledge has 
earned her an admired reputation in business and placed her in 
demand at notable charity events, where she has raised in excess of 
R100-million over the past few years.

After 10 years as an international steel trader for Macsteel International 
(UK), including heading up their South America division, Ariella 
returned to SA and entered the maritime and mining auction sector. 
In 2012, she co-founded an online mining and shipping auction 
company which specialised in the disposal of niche value assets (Thebe 
acquired a 51% share in 2017). In April 2019, after twice recovering 
from cancer, Ariella founded Solution Strategists Pty Ltd, continuing 
to specialise in global sales of arrested maritime vessels in both South 
Africa and Namibia. Between Covid-19 and a third round of cancer 
treatment last year, Ariella successfully auctioned two crude oil tankers, 
a break bulk carrier and arrested crude oil totalling US$85-million. 

Ariella remains in demand as a speaker on women in business, the 
4th industrial revolution and adversity to opportunity and consults to 
banks regularly on distressed commercial matters.

The auctioneer
of the Imibala Summer Gala

2023: Ariella Kuper
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LEOPARD CREEK 
GOLF & LOWVELD BUSH 
EXPERIENCE

Lot no. 01

This lot for 4 people includes:
• A three-night stay in a Leopard Creek Lodge (Dormy House). 

The beautifully appointed lodge has four en-suite bedrooms 
and a large communal living area, kitchen and verandah. 

• Golf for four people at the Leopard Creek Country Club.
• All meals, served either in your lodge or in the Leopard Creek 

Clubhouse, including a special boma dinner with a Leopard 
Creek member and lunch on the river at the Jock Safari Lodge 
in the Kruger National Park. 

• Wines by Anthonij Rupert with lunches and dinners.
• A game drive in Kruger National Park in a private game-

viewing vehicle, as well as a round of golf at Kambaku Golf 
Course on the Crocodile River.

• Return flights to the Kruger Mpumalanga International 
Airport in Mbombela from Cape Town, Johannesburg or 
Durban and transfers to and from Leopard Creek.

Leopard Creek Country Club has earned a unique place in the game 
of golf. This premier travel destination, bordered to the north and the 
west by the Crocodile River and the Kruger National Park, features a 
championship golf course combined with premium leisure facilities, 
luxury accommodation and prime game-viewing opportunities.  

Innovative architectural and landscaping techniques ensure that the 
golf course and living areas are naturally protected from animals, 
while lakes and small streams have been diverted through the 
development to create scenic vistas and interesting golf strategies. 
Each hole featues a different Dylan Lewis sculpture, the series 
following a leopard’s movements over a day – and a palpable 
reminder that beyond the greens lies an untamed wilderness. For 
golfing hazards take on a new dimension here, with much of the 
water home to the creatures for which the river is named. Sightings 
of hippo, antelope, buffalo and elephant are also commonplace, 
both on the course or across the river in Kruger.
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ARTWORK 
BY RICHIE MADYIRA

Born in Harare in 1989, Richie Madyira studied at the National 
Gallery of Zimbabwe Visual Arts Studio, where he graduated in 2007 
with a Diploma in Fine Arts.

In Madyira’s recollection of childhood, he recalls how conflicts would 
arise in his family due to religious disputes against traditional rituals. 
This has affected his perception of faith and religion and is often 
emphasised in his artworks. The colour selections in Madyira’s works 
don’t fully represent the real world, but are surprising and often 
juxtaposed in order to form an ironic harmony. These ‘undecided’ 
colours are often used to depict the internal conflict one encounters 
when practicing religion without self-evaluation and purpose. 

Madyira’s paintings are predominantly figurative, character studies 
rather than portraits: his figures and subjects appearing against 
imaginary, idealised and brightly coloured backgrounds. His work is 
rooted in his lived experience. He tackles themes such as the living 
conditions in the poorest communities, the hardships he experienced 
as a child, and subsequently as an immigrant in South Africa, in his 
visual storytelling. 

Madyira currently resides in Cape Town where he works as a full-
time artist.

donated by  
the artist

Lot no. 02

Title: Kumafaro (Happy Place)
Size: 180 x 130cm
Medium: Oil on canvas
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DINNER FOR 10 
BY JOHN NORRIS-ROGERS 
IN A SIR HERBERT BAKER HOME IN CAPE TOWN

For as long as he can remember, John Norris-Rogers wanted to be a 
chef. He was always drawn to cooking, and spent his school holidays in 
kitchens trying to learn as much about the food industry as he could. 

After graduating from the Silwood School of Cookery, he completed a 
coveted year-long internship at the award-winning La Colombe, under 
the mentorship of chefs Scot Kirton and James Gaag. He then left to 
explore more of the food world at Source Food Concepts, had a stint as 
a private chef at a ski resort in the French Alps, before returning to La 
Colombe as sous chef alongside current executive chef, James Gaag, 
in 2016. When La Colombe opened a sister restaurant in Franschhoek, 
La Petite Colombe, in August 2017, he took on the role of head chef. 

In 2021 John moved back to Cape Town to head the kitchen at La 
Colombe’s new PIER restaurant at the V&A Waterfront. Here guests 
enjoy a multi-course fine-dining experience, focussed on fresh 
produce with a special emphasis on inspiration from the ocean.

Named Eat Out Woolworths Financial Services Chef of The Year for 
2022, John believes that there is something incredibly special about 
creating something beautiful, or expressing oneself through food. 
“Seeing guests, friends and family enjoy the fruits of your labour is 
very satisfying, and is part of what drives me,” he says. 

donated by  
La Colombe Group

Lot no. 03

This lot for 10 people includes:
• An intimate multi-course fine-dining experience with 

benchmark wines in a beautiful Sir Herbert Baker-designed 
private home in Kenilworth, Cape Town.

• A chance to meet the talented John Norris-Rogers, head chef 
at PIER and Eat Out Chef of The Year for 2022.

• Transport to and from the venue in vintage cars, from a  
pick-up point within the Winelands/Cape Town radius.
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ARTWORK 
BY MIKHAEL SUBOTZKY 

donated by the artist
and Goodman Gallery

Mikhael Subotzky works in multiple mediums – including film 
installation, video, photography, collage and painting – in an attempt 
to engage critically with the instability of images and the politics of 
representation.

He has exhibited in a number of important international exhibitions, 
including Masculinities: Liberation through Photography at the 
Barbican in London (2020), Inheritance: Recent Video Art from 
Africa at the Fowler Museum in Los Angeles (2019) and Ex Africa in 
various venues in Brazil (2017-18). His award-winning Ponte City 
project (co-authored with Patrick Waterhouse) was presented at Art 
Basel Unlimited in 2018. This project focuses on a 54-storey building 
that dominates the Johannesburg skyline. The building is cast as 
the central character in a myriad of interweaving narratives that, 
through photographs, commissioned texts, historical documents and 
urban myths, chart the convoluted histories of both the building and 
Johannesburg itself. 

Subotzky’s work is collected widely by international institutions, 
including the Museum of Modern Art (New York), Solomon R 
Guggenheim Museum (New York), the National Gallery of Art 
(Washington), Tate (London), Centre Pompidou (Paris), the San 
Francisco Museum of Modern Art and the South African National 
Gallery, among others. His work was included in Lubumbashi (2013) 
and Liverpool (2012) biennials. Pixel Interface, a multi-component 
video installation, was included in All The World’s Futures, curated 
by Okwui Enwezor at the 56th Venice Biennale (2015).

Subotzky was born in Cape Town in 1981 and is currently based in 
Johannesburg. 

Lot no. 04

Title: Study for Jacaranda 
Size: 27.9cm x 21.6cm
Medium: Ink on found  
book page
Year: 2019
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donated by  
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

RUPERT & ROTHSCHILD 
VIGNERONS EXPERIENCE 
WITH R&R AND ANTHONIJ RUPERT WINES

Lot no. 05

This lot for 6 people includes:
• A two-night stay for three couples in the luxurious Rupert 

& Rothschild Vignerons Manor House in Franschhoek. 
• A private helicopter trip for six people over the scenic 

Franschhoek Winelands. 
• Two decadent Barons de Rothschild Champagne breakfasts 

for six guests. 
• A bespoke Barons de Rothschild Champagne and Oyster 

pairing for six guests. 
• The Rupert & Rothschild restaurant’s signature food and 

wine pairing lunch for six guests.
• Two intimate private dinners on the estate hosted by the 

restaurant’s head chef.  
• A personalised vertical vintage tasting of the three Rupert & 

Rothschild wines hosted by the winemakers.  
• A personalised vertical vintage tasting of Anthonij Rupert 

wines hosted by the winemakers.  
• Magnum bottles of each of the Anthonij Rupert flagship 

reds for six guests. 
• Transport from the Franschhoek Motor Museum to Rupert & 

Rothschild Vignerons in vintage cars.

donated by  
Rupert Wines

At the foot of the spectacular Simonsberg mountain in the Franschhoek 
Valley lies the historic French Huguenot farm Fredericksburg, 
established in 1690 and now home to Rupert & Rothschild Vignerons. 
This prestigious partnership in wine production was formed in 1997 
between the Rupert family from South Africa and Baron Benjamin de 
Rothschild from Bordeaux in France.

The Franschhoek estate, with its centuries-old Cape Dutch manor, 
celebrates elegance and excellence, while moving to its own serene, 
steady rhythm. It is a place that honours time and space, stillness 
and sunlight. A place that welcomes the world, invites you in, to 
savour moments, unhurried, unscripted. 

The tasting centre – an ambient space embodying an understated 
elegance – is ideal base from which to savour all three of the estate’s 
distinctive South African wines – the Baroness Nadine Chardonnay, 
Classique and Baron Edmond – as well as wines from partner estate 
Anthonij Rupert, celebrated for its Collectible Cape Red wines.

The restaurant, set against a backdrop of vineyards and mountain 
views, champions intimate, elegant dining, with a focus on dishes 
that reflect head chef Adrian Hadlow’s love for honest, simple food 
crafted with integrity, and plated with an artist’s eye.
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SCULPTURE
BY FRANK VAN REENEN

donated by  
the artist

Lot no. 06

Title: Whistling Tourist
Size: 180 cm high
Medium: Enamel on epoxy 
and carbon fibre with 
stainless steel reinforcement; 
Caesarstone base 
Limited edition 2/3

Frank van Reenen is a renowned contemporary South African 
artist specialising in animation, painting and sculpture. His iconic 
works are known for the way in which they explore the strange 
dichotomy of childhood – a period characterised by the tension 
between innocence and depravity, sweet whimsy and dark cruelty. 
There is a palpable sense of nostalgia for an imagined, ideal 
suburban world – and the perfect, shiny overallness of the work 
establishes a kind of baseline of blandness, a thin veil of visual 
numbness behind which a world of discomforting realities lurks.

His work is influenced by his childhood toys, which Van Reenen says 
“are the first art that a child comes into contact with”, and deliberately 
engages with the particular “bubble reality” of the old South 
Africa. His themes nonetheless resonate with a wider international 
audience who respond to his sardonic and often dark humour.

Van Reenen completed his fine art degree in 1993. He has exhibited 
extensively both locally and internationally, has received a Loerie 
award and been nominated for a KykNET Fiesta award. In addition, 
he has twice been a finalist in the Absa L’Atelier competition and 
has executed a number of high-profile public commissions. His 
work is to be found in a number of private and public collections, 
both in South Africa and abroad, and has been featured in several 
international publications. He currently lives and works in Cape Town.
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. Aenean 

donated by  
Singita

SINGITA 
LUXURY SAFARI
EXPERIENCE

Lot no. 07

This lot for 2 people includes:
• Three nights for two 

guests sharing at either 
Singita Ebony Lodge or 
Singita Lebombo Lodge. 
Valid 10 February 2023 
to 31 January 2024, 
excluding 1 July to 31 
August and15 December 
to 5 January.

• All meals and beverages 
(excluding French 
Champagne).

• Twice daily game drives in 
a private open Land Rover. 

• Walking safaris.
• Laundry service. 
• Return road transfers 

between the airstrip and 
the lodges.

Singita, the Shangaan word for ‘Place of Miracles’ allows its guests 
to find solitude in untouched natural surrounds. Awe-inspiring 
landscapes form the perfect backdrop for stillness and privacy, and a 
front-row seat to spectacular game sightings. 

Merging the romance of a classic safari camp with the luxury and 
comfort of a contemporary wilderness lodge, Singita Ebony Lodge’s 
12 spacious suites open onto expansive decks with private plunge 
pools. Suspended right above the Sand River, they allow guests to be 
completely immersed in the spectacular scenery. Almost all external 
walls are made from glass and canvas, enhancing the magnificent 
views even further, while the décor and design celebrate the region’s 
rich cultural history – as well as its prolific wildlife. Guests enjoy a 
front-row seat to spectacular sightings in this 45,000-acre wilderness 
that’s renowned for exceptionally high concentrations of big game. 

Singita Lebombo Lodge is a celebration of cutting-edge design in an 
African context where everything defers to nature. Suspended above 
the N’wanetsi River, the low-slung, linear silhouettes of Lebombo’s 15 
glass-walled suites have always embodied cool, contemporary design. 
Highly polished and finely tuned, a truly sophisticated, abstract, 
African style has evolved where everything defers to the magnificence 
of nature in smart yet relaxed living spaces that merge with the 
colours, textures, and sculptural shapes of the wild. 
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DROSTDY HOTEL
& KAROO EXPERIENCE

donated by  
Drostdy Hotel

Surrounded by natural splendour and rich in history, Graaff-Reinet 
features a wealth of fascinating attractions. The town is almost 
entirely surrounded by the Camdeboo National Park, which beckons 
guests with adventurous spirits to explore the wild. There is striking 
beauty and serenity in the vastness of the Karoo, and one of the 
most incredible vantage points from which to take this in is at the 
top of the Valley of Desolation. 

Graaff-Reinet also provides ample opportunities for those with a 
love for history and culture. Amid the heritage sites within the town 
are museums that house memorabilia and photographs that depict 
the town’s interesting past. Artworks created by famous South 
African artists can be appreciated at the Hester Rupert Art Museum 
and films and live shows can be enjoyed at the John Rupert Theatre. 

In the heart of the town is the Drostdy Hotel, built in the 1800s 
and refined over the years to become one of South Africa’s top 
accommodation establishments, boasting 48 luxurious rooms 
decorated with bold Karoo art and décor reminiscent of a bygone 
era. De Camdeboo Restaurant offers delicious Karoo-inspired dishes 
– think local venison and Karoo lamb infused with herbs like fynbos, 
served with seasonal ingredients – paired with a sumptuous and 
carefully curated wine list, while the Africology Spa & Himalayan salt 
sauna promises complete relaxation. 

Lot no. 08

This lot for 4 people includes:
• A three-night stay for four guests at the Drostdy Hotel in 

Graaff-Reinet, including breakfast.
• Dinners at the Drostdy Hotel, including premium wines.
• A traditional Karoo meal served with premium wines under 

the stars on a private farm.
• A traditional Karoo lunch-time braai served under an old 

windmill in the heart of the arid plains.
• A palaeontological tour with the renowned Professor Bruce 

Rubidge to explore the ancient Karoo and its immense fossil 
wealth, including one of the great global dinosaur finds.

• A trip to the Camdeboo National Park in a private 4x4 to 
view prize buffalo herds and other game.

• A 4x4 trip to the striking Valley of Desolation.
• A trip to The Herding Academy, which shares the ancient skill 

of herding livestock to sustainably preserve nature. 
• An Africology spa experience at the hotel.
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BALLON BLEU  
DE CARTIER WATCH

The Ballon Bleu watch, first created in 2007 from a new vision of 
roundness which has continued to develop over the years, is an icon 
of La Maison Cartier. Loved for its ethereal charm, it floats through 
the world of Cartier watchmaking like a balloon as blue as the 
sapphire cabochon safely nestled in its side.

A triumph of pure lines, precious details and perfect proportions, its 
shape strikes an elegant balance between line and volume. The blue 
bubble on the winding crown subverts watchmaking rules, yet there 
are no ruptured lines in the doubly convex pebble-shaped timepiece. 
The domed sapphire crystal winding crown is perfectly integrated 
into the case, with the crown cap under a metal hoop at three 
o’clock protecting the blue sapphire cabochon. Roman numerals 
and bold sword-shaped hands add to the limitless elegance of this 
Swiss-made masterpiece. 

The 40mm watch has a mechanical movement with automatic 
winding, calibre 1847 MC. It features an 18K rose gold case, a fluted 
crown set with a blue sapphire cabochon, silvered guilloché dial, 
blued-steel sword-shaped hands, sapphire crystal, interchangeable 
brown alligator-skin strap, an interchangeable rose gold folding 
buckle and a calendar aperture at 3 o’clock. 

The watch is 12.4 mm thick and is water-resistant to 3 bar 
(approximately 30 metres).

Lot no. 09
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TSWALU
KALAHARI EXPERIENCE
WITH DINNER AT RESTAURANT KLEIN JAN

Lot no. 10

This lot for 2 people includes:
• A three-night stay for two guests at a Tswalu safari camp.
• All meals (including a variety of dining experiences from 

boma dinners to dune picnics) and beverages (including full 
selection from the award-winning wine list).

• A dinner at Restaurant Klein JAN, where Michelin-starred 
chef Jan Hendrik van der Westhuizen oversees a seasonal 
menu that celebrates the best of the region on a plate.

• Amenities such as WiFi and laundry and valet services.
• Use of a private game-viewing vehicle with a dedicated guide 

and tracker.
• Nature walks, including traditional plant-use interpretation.
• Habituated meerkat encounter.
• Horse-riding and birdwatching.
• Visit to some of the oldest rock engravings in Africa.
• An introduction to current research projects and conservation.
• Visit to the community health care centre and preschool.
• A Naledi Star Bed experience, sleeping out under the stars on a 

deck in the Korannaberg mountains.
• Use of the Tswalu photographic studio to edit, crop and print 

your best safari images.
• Return flights to the Kalahari reserve from Cape Town or 

Johannesburg.

Tswalu offers a true wilderness experience on the southernmost edge 
of the Kalahari, and privileged access to the largest privately protected 
area in South Africa. From the landmark Korannaberg mountains to the 
southern Kalahari’s typical arid savannah and iconic ochre dunes rippling 
away to the horizon, days on safari are unscripted and unhurried.

With guaranteed access to a private safari vehicle, guests have the 
freedom and flexibility to explore the remote reaches of the reserve 
in their own time and at their own pace. Besides game drives, safari 
activities include nature walks, tracking, horse riding, stargazing and 
meeting visiting scientific researchers and resident artists.

Tswalu is first and foremost an ambitious conservation project, 
sustainably safeguarding vital habitat and restoring biodiversity. 
Catering for a maximum of 40 guests in one of three luxury safari 
camps, the ratio of guests to wilderness space is one of the lowest in 
South Africa, creating a sustainable model of nature-based tourism.

donated by  
Tswalu
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SCULPTURE
BY DYLAN LEWIS

Dylan Lewis is Africa’s most internationally renowned living figurative 
sculptor, with an international career that spans more than two 
decades and includes exhibitions in Paris, Sydney, Toronto, Houston 
and San Francisco, as well as numerous one-man exhibitions in 
London, where he is among the few living artists to have held two solo 
auctions at Christie’s London. The last Christie’s sale in 2018 achieved 
a 100% sale result.

His initial work focused on bronzes of the big cats, providing a 
powerful commentary on nature and wilderness. His cats are far more 
profound works of art than mere contemporary animalia bronzes. 
They fully interrogate the lithe, almost boneless, grace of these apex 
predators – creatures that impart a palpable tension to any true 
wilderness. Lewis’ cats are imbued with a unique dense energy by 
this artist who, through a lifetime of immersing himself in pristine 
natural environments, somehow contrives to elevate his sculpture into 
a homage not only to the singular animals but indeed to their ancient 
lineages. 

In more recent years, Lewis has used the human figure to explore our 
relationship with our inner wilderness – and a growing body of recent 
work features highly charged emotional and erotic human forms.  

Lewis lives in Stellenbosch, South Africa. He has developed a unique 
sculpture garden where some of his most celebrated bronzes may 
be viewed by appointment within the natural environment that 
intellectually nourishes their maker.

Lot no. 11

Title: Lion & Lioness Pair
Size: 62cm x 62cm x 100cm
Medium: Bronze
Edition of 15

donated by  
the artist
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THE BEST OF LONDON
CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW, THEATRE, GOLF  

& MICHELIN-STARRED RESTAURANTS

London is among the oldest of the world’s great cities, and a 
celebrated cultural as well as culinary playground.

The world’s greatest flower show is held in the city over five days 
in May – revealing cutting-edge garden design and fabulous floral 
displays. The Chelsea Flower Show’s  exciting gardens offer inspiration 
around every corner while the Great Pavilion is filled with the glorious 
sights and scents of spring. Visiting is a truly unique experience.

The West End, with its bright lights and glamour, is home to some 
of the world’s iconic theatres, known for spectacular productions, 
exceptional acting and unforgettable experiences.

The capital is also home to many of the best chefs in the world, who 
have trained all over the globe, bringing new flavours and ideas to the 
capital and in doing so, creating a diverse and ever-changing food 
scene. A. Wong and Dinner by Heston Blumenthal have both earned 
two Michelin stars for their excellent culinary offerings.

Head into the leafy counties outside the city and you’ll find some of 
the world’s most exclusive golf clubs. Sunningdale in Berkshire dates 
back to 1900, while Beaverbrook in Surrey follows the natural contours 
of the parkland around what was the famous former residence of 
Canadian-born press baron Lord Beaverbrook, and is now a luxury hotel.

Lot no. 12

This lot for 2 people includes:
• Two tickets to the Chelsea Flower Show in May, including a 

four-course lunch at one of the show’s luxury dining venues.
• A five-night stay, including breakfast, for two guests sharing 

in a Chelsea hotel. 
• Two tickets to a premier West End show.
• Dinner at two Michelin starred Chinese restaurant A. Wong 

(excluding wine).
• Dinner at two Michelin starred restaurant Dinner by Heston 

Blumenthal (excluding wine).
• Special tea-time treat.
• 2 rounds of golf (one at Beaverbrook, one at Sunningdale) 

with former cricketer and now cricket commentator Mark 
Nicholas and another great name in the world of sport.
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SCULPTURE
BY ANTON SMIT

donated by  
the artist

Anton Smit is an established South African sculptor widely revered 
for his overwhelming heads and monumental bronze sculptures, 
evoking themes of suffering, reconciliation, glory and sublimation. 
He likes to imbue his work with an illusion of movement or gesture, 
bodies curling up or limbs reaching out to the onlooker, a call to 
movement. Some observers have noted that this is why so many of 
his pieces, even the most abstract ones, manage to communicate 
powerfully and emotionally. His sculptures have a raw, earthy power 
that feels innately African.

Born in Boksburg, South Africa, in 1954, Smit is completely self taught. 
He entered his first sculpting competition at age 16 and won first 
prize. In 1979 he was awarded the first prize in the SA Association of 
Arts’ New Signatures Competition. Following successful exhibitions 
in South Africa, he turned to sculpting full-time to cope with the 
demand for his work. During 1990, international recognition came 
in the form of exhibitions in Rome and Milan, an invitation to exhibit 
in New York and Hong Kong, as well as a return exhibition in Italy 
in 1993. More exhibitions have followed in Bonn, Washington, 
Singapore and Koln. His works were featured at SCOPE Art Fair New 
York 2017 and grace both public and private collections locally and 
abroad. They form part of permanent collections of the Pretoria Art 
Museum, Rembrandt Foundation and the  Graff/Delaire Collection, 
and can also be viewed at the Anton Smit Sculpture Park in Gauteng.

Anton works the first three months of the year in his Cape studios in 
Strand and for the rest of the year in his studios at Bronkhorstspruit 
Dam, where he oversees a dedicated work force of 16 people. 

Lot no. 13

Title: Ques Mask
Size: 254cm high
Medium: Bronze
on concrete base
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CHOPARD 
COPACABANA NECKLACE

In 1860, Louis-Ulysse Chopard set up a high-precision watch 
workshop in the Swiss village of Sonvilier. His slim pocket timepieces 
were highly prized – and his reputation spread across Europe to as 
far afield as Russia’s royal court, with Czar Nicholas II becoming 
a client in 1912. The watchmaking business moved to Geneva but 
remained in the Chopard family until 1963, when it was acquired 
by German goldsmith and watchmaker Karl Scheufele III and his 
wife, Karin. They launched the now-iconic Happy Diamonds watch, 
which sees dozens of glittering diamonds, loosed from their settings, 
moving freely around the dial. 

Current co-president and artistic director, Caroline Scheufele (Karl 
and Karin’s daughter) led the introduction of a Chopard jewellery 
line when she launched the Happy Diamonds collection in 1985 with 
her design for a playful clown pendant with a belly full of jittering 
precious stones. Happy Diamonds rings, earrings, necklaces and 
bracelets have followed, as has a popular Happy Hearts collection, 
and playful, luxury designs still form the core of Chopard’s ethical, 
high-fashion brand. The family-run Maison is inspired by a boundless 
passion for beauty and life, with joie de vivre an inherent value that 
ensures Chopard creations consistently radiate positive energy, thus 
accompanying customers in the finest moments of their lives. 

The Chopard Copacabana Collection, inspired by Brazil, captured that 
joie de vivre in colourful stones. Combining Chopard’s talisman heart 
and emblamatic diamonds, the necklace is made of 18K white gold, 
has a heart pendant set with 3.44 carat diamonds, and is adorned 
with 40 sapphires of 37.76 carats and two rubellites of 1.95 carats. 

Lot no. 14

18kt white gold necklace 
set with 3.44ct diamonds,  
40 sapphires of 37.76ct and  
2 rubellites of 1.95ct

donated by  
Caroline Scheufele
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PAINTING
BY RIAAN VAN ZYL

donated by  
the artist

Lot no. 15

Title: Impetuous 
Size: 180cm x 220cm
Medium: Mixed media on 
canvas

Artist Riaan van Zyl takes his primary inspiration from commonplace, 
ordinary ideas and his perception of things around him, effectively 
capturing their fascination and value with a de-constructed eye. At 
first glance his work looks abstract and confusing, but the results 
have their own very personal syntax, punctuation and orchestration. 
They become almost a performance of movement rather than a 
standard drawing.  

Van Zyl has exhibited extensively both locally and abroad. He’s had 
more than 30 solo exhibitions, has taken part in numerous group 
exhibitions, and his work hangs in some of the most prestigious art 
collections in the world.

He lives in the small Western Cape village of Riebeek Kasteel, where 
he enjoys the stimulating, off-beat community and vibrant art scene. 
From his studio he works on private commissions and upcoming 
exhibitions. Always growing as an artist, he is continuously looking 
for original projects and interesting subject matter.

“I am very focused on having people look at the everyday things in 
a different light,” he says. “I love working in experimental mediums, 
for example old car oil and anthracite. I enjoy the process of making 
art, the playing with new and old mediums, and the concept behind 
the works as well as the actual exhibiting of the work.”
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donated by  
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

L’ORMARINS
MOTORING, HORSE-RACING 
& WINE EXPERIENCE

In 1694, the estate known as L’Ormarins was occupied by a French 
Huguenot called Jean Roi, who named the farm after his hometown 
Lourmarin in Provence, and immediately started planting vines. Now, 
more than 325 years later, the estate is home to Anthonij Rupert 
Wines, known for its premium reds and classic MCCs, as well as a 
diverse range of passion projects, including a Sagnac, Eau de Vie, 
Port and Ou Bosstok Chenin made from 56-year-old bush vine that 
was taken from the Paardeberg Mountains and replanted on the 
north-facing decomposed granite slopes of L’Ormarins. 

Another extraordinary passion project on the estate is the 
Franschhoek Motor Museum, which showcases over a 100 years 
of automotive history. The museum’s collection exceeds 220 cars, 
motorcycles, bicycles and memorabilia – including such treasures 
as the 1898 Beeston motor tricycle and a Mercedes-Benz W21 – 
displayed in chronological order in four de-humidified halls.

Also on the estate, on the lower slopes of the Groot Drakenstein 
mountain range, is the Drakenstein Stud, its paddocks standing side 
by side with the vines. The first foal born on the farm was named 
Jean Roi in honour of the first owner. It stands some of the most 
exciting sires at stud in South Africa, and has bred three of the 
current top four horses in the country.

donated by  
L’Ormarins

Lot no. 16

This lot for 4 people includes:
• A two-night stay for four people on the picturesque 

L’Ormarins estate in Franschhoek.
• A personalised tour of the Franschhoek Motor Museum with 

curator Wayne Harley, as well as a workshop tour and start-
up of the supercars in order to hear the engine differences. 

• A day at a motor-racing track with a celebrity driver and a 
premier automotive brand.

• An off-road tour in a 4x4, followed by a picnic in one of 
highest vineyards on the farm,  accompanied by premium 
wine, the winemakers and a viticulturalist tour. 

• Lunch at the homestead with a vertical tasting of vintage 
Anthonij Rupert wines.

• Braai with wines and farmland treats at your accommodation.
• Dinner with wines at a private venue on the estate.
• A private tour of the Drakenstein Stud Farm with the farm 

manager to see the stallions, mares and foals, as well as 
covering if available.

• Tickets to the 2024 L’Ormarins Kings Plate exclusive VIP area, 
including food and wines, as well as betting vouchers to the 
value of R2 500 each, with betting tips from an ex-jockey.

• A case of Anthonij Rupert Wines as a gift for each guest.
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EAGLE SCULPTURE
BY CHARLOTTE VAN DYK

donated by  
the artist

Lot no. 17

Title: AfricaIsaiah
Medium: Bronze
Edition of seven

Charlotte van Dyk (born in 1997) completed her first sculpture at the 
tender age of 17 for her final matric art exam. Her first commissioned 
piece was that of a leopard bust that her mother requested as a 
special present for her father Harry van Dyk’s 50th birthday. 

Since then, Charlotte has gone from strength to strength, constantly 
pushing herself to improve her innate talent. Her favourite medium 
is bronze, which she combines with her passion for wildlife 
conservation. It is in combining these two elements where she finds 
most of her inspiration. 

Many of her pieces have been commissioned by prominent South 
Africans and some have been sold to further wildlife preservation. 
She personally donated bronze sculptures to the English cricketer 
Kevin Pietersen’s Legacy Experience to assist with their fundraising 
efforts for the rhino’s plight in South Africa. She was also approached 
by Birdies 4 Rhinos – an initiative by European Tour players Justin 
Walters and Dean Burmester to raise money for rhino conservation 
– to assist with their conservation drive. As she said to the golfers: 
“We all have to stand together to make a difference. You will notice 
that sculpture the rhino looks like it may perish and disappear. Only 
with our combined efforts will it stand a better chance to survive.”

Her AfricaIsaiah depicts an eagle as a symbol of the deliverance.  
The eagle spreads his wings and feathers to soar high in the sky,  
using the hot air currents to glide higher and higher. He has a bird’s  
eye-view of what is happening below and is thus in a better position 
to make the best choices on how Africa’s wildlife can be saved from  
extinction.
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HISTORICAL 
WEIMAR EXPERIENCE
& A SPECIAL, PERSONAL PHOTOSHOOT

donated by  
Guido Werner, Dorint Hotels and 
the City of Weimar

The town of Weimar is one of Germany’s most important historical  
cities. Famous as a centre of classical literature, it was home to  
literary greats Goethe, Schiller and Nietzsche, and the birthplace of 
Weimar Classicism, a humanistic cultural movement. The Weimar 
Art School birthed the Bauhaus movement and attracted many 
now-famous painters and designers. Today the city is home to the 
German National Theatre Company.

UNESCO designated Classical Weimar a World Heritage Site in 1998. 
The historical centre, which houses many of the city’s top attractions, 
is easily explored on foot. Goethe’s baroque residence is now the 
Goethe National Museum while the Schiller Museum is adjacent 
to the writer’s home. The Duchess Anna Amalia Library, housed in 
a huge Renaissance building constructed in 1563, contains one 
of Germany’s most important collections of classic literature. The 
Bauhaus Museum celebrates the early years of the movement that 
influenced modern art, design and architecture far beyond the 
borders of Germany.

Photographer Guido Werner has a studio in this creative city, 
where he specialises in portraiture. He is well-known for his images 
of artists, intellectuals, actors and musicians, giving a glimpse of 
something unknown in the mostly famous faces. 

Lot no. 18

This lot for 2 people includes:
• A three-night stay, including breakfast, for two people 

sharing at Hotel Dorint am Goethepark in the historical 
centre of Weimar, Germany.

• Guided Weimar city tour.
• A one-hour carriage ride through the most historic parts of 

the city.
• A visit to the Bauhaus Museum Weimar, dedicated to the 

famous Bauhaus art school founded in the city in 1919.
• A visit to the Duchess Anna Amalia Library, which houses a 

rich collection of German literature and cultural history.
• A meeting with the mayor of Weimar in the Town Hall.
• A professional photoshoot with acclaimed portrait 

photographer Guido Werner in his Weimar studio, including 
professional make-up.

• Special gifts from the Thuringia region of Germany.
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NAPA VALLEY 
LEGENDARY CARS,  
FOOD & WINE

The Napa Valley, just a two-hour drive north of San Francisco, is 
one of the world’s famous wine regions, serving up some of the top 
vintages outside of France (and arguably, some of the best wines 
in the world). Picturesque rolling hills and sunny skies form the 
backdrop to more than 400 wineries open for tastings. There are 
also a number of towns filled with quaint shops, Michelin-starred 
restaurants, luxurious hotels and unique spa experiences.

The Napa Valley Reserve is a private club with a membership of 
approximately 600 couples who share a passion for wine and the 
way of life that surrounds it. It was founded in 2000 by winemaker 
Bill Harlan, known for his renowned Harlan Estate, Promontory and 
Bond wines.

While grape growing and winemaking are central to The Reserve 
experience, members share other passions as well, including travel, 
the sporting life, culinary arts, fine art and legendary automobiles, 
among others. Members get unparalleled experiences in a beautiful, 
private setting where they are at liberty to relax and enjoy one 
another’s good company. 

One of the Napa Valley Reserve’s annual events is the Legends of 
Motorsport, where members bring covetable, collectible cars from 
across the country (and the world) to participate in a day-long 
rally through the Sonoma and the Napa valleys. The event ends 
with a celebratory banquet where members gather with a legend of 
motorsport to enjoy good food and premium wine.

Lot no. 19

This lot for 2 people includes:
• Joining the Napa Valley Reserve Private Members Club for the 

annual Napa Valley Reserve Legends of Motorsports event in 
either November 2023 or November 2024.

• A private tour and tastings at Will Harlan’s Promontory 
Winery near Oakville.

• A two-night stay at the acclaimed Meadowood Napa Valley, 
including breakfasts, lunches and dinners. 

• Spa treatments at Meadowood’s award-winning spa.
• A round of golf at the Meadowood Golf Club.
• A two-night stay at The Madrona, a boutique hotel in the 

Sonoma Valley town of Healdsburg, including breakfasts.
• Dinner at The Madrona Michelin-starred restaurant prepared 

by Executive Chef Jesse Mallgren.
• An opportunity to drive a classic car through Napa Valley 

wine country.
• A magnum bottle of Napa Valley Reserve wine.

donated by  
Nisreen & Conrad Grodd and 
the Harlan Family
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SAN FRANCISCO
HIGHLIGHTS  
EXPERIENCE

From fog rolling in under the Golden Gate Bridge, through crooked 
Victorian rooflines and a floating prison, to the clang of historic 
cable cars rattling up its 43 hills, San Francisco is home to some 
of the most iconic attractions in the world. There’s no shortage 
of great things to experience in this Californian city: breathtaking 
scenery, beautiful parks, outstanding restaurants, inspiring culture 
and world-class art and science museums.

This is a metropolis where myriad cultures commingle and coexist, 
and it shows in a culinary wonderland of cuisines. Cantonese, 
Moroccan, Burmese, Japanese, Italian, Mexican… you can find just 
about any dish from all over the world in San Francisco. Reserve 
a table at one of the internationally renowned Michelin-starred 
restaurants, make a picnic from food-truck finds as you overlook the 
sparkling bay, and don’t miss the Saturday farmers market, where 
top chefs jostle for first pick of rare heirloom varietals, and foodie 
babies blissfully teethe on organic California peaches. 

The city is home to the Golden State Warriors, the professional 
basketball team that claimed its seventh NBA title in 2022. The team 
is based at Chase Centre, a state-of-the-art sports and entertainment 
arena  in the Mission Bay neighbourhood, and it’s here you can 
watch them warm-up in their practice facility, and play their home 
games in front of excited local fans.

donated by  
Nisreen & Conrad Grodd

Lot no. 20

This lot for 2 people includes:
• A two-night stay in a five-star hotel in San Francisco, 

including breakfast. 
• Dinner at the three Michelin star restaurant Quince by 

internationally renowned chef Michael Tusk.
• Courtside tickets to watch the Golden State Warriors,  

current world basketball champions, in action.
• A wine and food pairing in the owner’s box at the game.
• An opportunity to watch the players warm up pre-game.
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“At Panerai, we are strongly convinced that culture and education are 
essential to safeguard the future and a key driver to give back value to 
our communities. We are therefore proud to team up with Imibala by 
donating one of our most precious high-end complications, a Luminor 
Perpetual Calendar, to raise funds to help disadvantaged African 
children and young people in their right to quality education,” says 
Jean-Marc Pontroué, CEO of the Italian watchmaking Maison.

With the capability to automatically adjust the day and date of 
each month while correcting for leap years, the Perpetual Calendar 
is a true test of watchmaking virtuosity, ventured only by the most 
accomplished manufacturers. The Imibala Trust Edition Luminor 
Calendario Perpetuo embodies Panerai’s technical achievement 
through its ease of use, where no tools are necessary to set its P.4100 
automatic calibre. Adjustments to the day, date, month and year are 
possible by just rotating the crown in either direction at any time.

A GMT function enhances the versatility of the Luminor Calendario 
Perpetuo, which features a day-night indicator and small seconds 
at 9 o’clock as well as a smoked black sapphire-crystal dial. The 
transparent dial and sapphire case-back offer an expansive view of 
its sophisticated inner workings as well as a power reserve indicator.

The sophisticated timepiece features a 44mm polished Panerai 
Platinumtech™ case, a material that is created to maintain platinum’s 
deep lustre yet is hardier and significantly more resistant to scratches 
than traditional platinum. Water-resistant up to 5 bar (about 50 
metres), the Luminor Calendario Perpetuo features a trapezoidal pin 
buckle on a black, semi-matt alligator strap, and a lever engraved with 
the inscription Imibala to celebrate the special partnership.

Lot no. 21

Movement: Automatic 
mechanical, P.4100 calibre
Functions: Hours, minutes, 
small seconds, date, day, 
month, year, leap year, GMT, 
power reserve indicator, 
perpetual calendar, seconds 
reset, AM/PM indicator
Power reserve: Three days
Case: 44mm, polished Panerai 
Platinumtech™, polished 
Panerai Platinumtech™ bezel 
and see-through sapphire-
crystal case-back. 
Strap: Alligator Black with 
trapezoidal polished white 
gold buckle, 22mm
Waterproof: 5 bar

PANERAI WATCH
THE IMIBALA TRUST EDITION

LUMINOR CALENDARIO PERPETUO

donated by  
Panerai
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Lot no. 22

This lot for 2 people includes:
• A four-night stay for two guests sharing at the Four Seasons 

Resort Desroches Island in the Seychelles.
• Full board (excluding alcoholic beverages).
• Non-motorised watersports and complimentary bicycles  

for the duration of your stay.
• Premium WiFi.
• Domestic return flights to the island from Seychelles 

International Airport on Mahé.

FOUR SEASONS  
DESROCHES ISLAND 
SEYCHELLES EXPERIENCE

On Desroches Island, there is nothing to distract you from tranquillity, 
save for the sound of birds singing and an ocean breeze that invites 
you to come a little closer. Four Seasons is the only resort on this 
captivating coral island in the middle of the Indian Ocean, where the 
beaches belong to no one and everyone at the same time. 

The rustic villas and suites, each featuring a private garden and 
swimming pool, are intimate retreats and will make you feel like a 
castaway who has struck gold. Enjoy delicious meals at the resort’s 
two restaurants, pick up a snack at the deli, and sip on sunset 
cocktails at the beachfront bar between the endless leisure and 
adventure opportunities on offer. 

There are 14 kilometres of white sand beaches to explore and water 
sports galore. Learn how to catch the perfect wave in paradise 
from the pros at Tropicsurf, or join the Blue Safari team to discover 
the world-class dive sites that surround the island – ranging from 
secret passages to spectacular reef walls. Feed Aldabra tortoises 
at the Tortoise Sanctuary, explore the island’s many trails on 
complimentary bicycles, relish some friendly competition on the 
resort’s floodlit tennis court, relax on a wellness experience at the 
Circle of Connection Spa, or do a Creole cooking class – there’s 
something for everyone to enjoy on Desroches.

donated by  
Four Seasons Resort 
Desroches Island
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THE IMIBALA TREE 
BY STRIJDOM VAN DER 
MERWE
donated by  
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

The Leaf Tree, created by award-winning South African land artist 
Strijdom van der Merwe, is a visual representation of the valuable 
support The Imibala Trust gives to so many children in need of help.

Trees are a symbol of life, wisdom, power and prosperity; all 
characteristics that The Imibala Trust strives to embed within the 
lives of the children that it supports. Imibala, which means ‘colours’, 
is echoed in the design of the sculpture. 

The Leaf Tree is made up of eight individual stems with leaves 
representing the colours and functions of the organisation. Each 
stem and leaf come together to form a unit, the tree, that represents 
the platform that is established by the organisation in order to 
support the growth of children within the community.

As far as possible, Van der Merwe has used recycled material for 
the stems as a symbolic gesture of regeneration, giving new life to 
that which has been and adding new significance to the symbolic 
meaning of the tree.

Lot no. 23

Title: The Leaf Tree
Size: 6m high
Medium: Recycled materials

donated by  
the artist
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TERMS & CONDITIONS
OF SALE

More information at mercedes-benz.co.za

THIS IS FOR YOU.

1. The Imibala Trust acts as an agent for The Imibala 
Summer Gala. Unless otherwise agreed, the sale of 
the lots will result in contracts made between The 
Imibala Summer Gala and the buyer. 
2. The buyer shall be the person with the highest bid 
accepted by the auctioneer. 
3. The auctioneer has the right to refuse any bid and 
to advance the bidding at her absolute discretion, 
and in the case of error or dispute, to put up an 
item for bidding again. 
4. Statements by The Imibala Summer Gala in the 
catalogue or made orally or in writing elsewhere, 
regarding the authorship, origin, date, size, medium, 
attribution, genuineness, provenance, condition 
or estimated selling price of any lot are merely 
statements of opinion, and are not to be relied upon 
as statements of definitive fact. Neither The Imibala 
Trust nor The Imibala Summer Gala are responsible 
for the correctness of any such statement, nor for 
any other errors of description or for any faults of 
defects in any lots. Catalogue illustrations are for 
guidance only. 
5. Buyers are responsible for satisfying themselves 
concerning the condition of goods and the matters 
referred to in the catalogue description.
6. If a prospective buyer gives The Imibala Summer 
Gala instructions to bid on their behalf, by using 
the dedicated form, The Imibala Summer Gala shall 
use all reasonable efforts to do so, provided these 
instructions are received no later than 24 hours 
before the sale.

7. Bids should be placed in South African Rand. If 
The Imibala Summer Gala receives commission bids 
on a particular lot of identical amounts, and at 
auction these bids are the highest bids for the lot, 
it will be sold to the person whose bid was received 
first. 
8. Subject to the auctioneer’s discretion, the striking 
of the hammer marks the acceptance of the highest 
bid and the conclusion of a contract for sale 
between The Imibala Summer Gala and the buyer. 
9. Following the sale, the buyer must provide The 
Imibala Summer Gala with his or her name and 
permanent address.
10. All lots are to be paid for in full within 48 hours. 
11. All lots can be collected by the buyer on the 
night of the sale, but no lot can be taken unless 
it has first been paid for in full. The buyer will not 
acquire title to the lot until amounts due to The 
Imibala Summer Gala have been paid in full. From 
the time of collection, the lot will be entirely at the 
buyer’s risk 
12. If buyers are unable to collect their purchases 
on the night of the sale, please contact The Imibala 
Trust via email at megan@imibala.com to arrange 
collection. 
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www.imibala.auctionTHE SILENT AUCTION  
– MORE FANTASTIC  
LOTS ON OFFER

Adding yet more excitement and entertainment to the Imibala Summer 
Gala is what we call The Silent Auction. These auction items are ‘silent’ 
because there is no auctioneer selling them off on stage – rather you’re 
bidding for them privately on your phone. We only have limited time 
for a live auction, but with our online Silent Auction, you get access to 
yet more fabulous lots. These include fantastic experiences, amazing art 
and some unique luxury items you’re sure to want to get your hands on. 

To participate, simply go to www.imibala.auction (or scan the 
QR code on these pages), register your details and start bidding!  
The system lets you know if you’re the highest bidder or whether 
you’ve been outbid – you can even set a maximum amount for your 
bid. At the end of the evening you’ll know if you’ve won your lot(s). 
Good to know: each bid placed within 3 minutes of the remaining 
time will extend the time by another 3 minutes.

We don’t have the space to show and describe all the lots on offer, but 
here’s a taster to whet your bidding appetite.

The Lepogo Lodges Noka Camp in the stunning Lapalala Game Reserve 
in the Waterberg region of Limpopo has luxurious cliff-top villas 
(sleeping two) overlooking the winding Palala River. Enjoy a three-night 
stay, complete with plunge pool, sunken bath and a romantic sky bed 
that gives you the option to sleep out under the stars. As well as vehicle, 
walking and boat safaris, you also get a Tracker Academy experience.

Luxurious Noka Camp offers 
breathtaking views over the 
winding Palala River

A limited-edition digital 
artwork by neo-optical SA 
artist, Corné Theron

‘Man in need of space’, an 
original painting by Arno 
Carstens and Barend De Wet
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An iconic work by 
Richard Scott:
‘My Gold Money 
Tree’

The Belmond Mount Nelson Hotel, Cape Town’s iconic pink lady has 
been captivating guests for more than a century. This lot offers a two-
night stay in a Superior Room for two people, including breakfasts and 
a sumptuous dinner. It’s the perfect romantic getaway!

Another five-star establishment is Birkenhead House in Hermanus. Part 
of the Royal Portfolio Collection, it’s a landmark on the Overberg coast, 
with a cliff-top position that delivers unbeatable views (especially 
during whale season). Enjoy two nights for two at this intimate lodge, 
including all meals and beverages. An exceptional add-on to your stay 
is a helicopter trip to Hamilton Russell Vineyards in the Hemel & Aarde 
Valley, where you’ll enjoy a private lunch and exquisite wine tasting 
with the owner, Anthony Hamilton Russell.

Looking to holiday further afield? Then you can’t beat Tuscany for 
sweeping vistas, charming hill-top villages and a vast choice of 
cultural, food and wine experiences. Muffato Villa, located among the 
rolling hills of Sarteano, is set in peaceful countryside near Siena. Light 
and spacious, with French windows that lead onto a large garden with 
a swimming pool, it’s a beautiful base from which to explore the area. 
Three modern bedrooms with en-suite bathrooms sleep six people. The 
villa is yours for a week in either late April or early October.

For wine lovers, we have the Epicurean Wine Lot, eight bottles of 
premium wine. These old vintages, magnum bottles and the exclusive 
gold-finished gift packaging are not available anywhere else.

The Belmond Mount Nelson 
hotel, built in 1899, is one 
of Cape Town’s landmark 
buildings

Epicurean Wine, a story of 
passion and the pursuit of 
excellence

When it comes to original art, we have an amazing selection on offer. 
South Africa’s Cornè Theron has won international acclaim for her 
contemporary neo-optical art and is set to have her second solo 
exhibition in Germany in May 2023. The CEO of ARTSY, the biggest 
international online art platform, bought one of her works in 2021 and 
commented that “this is an artist worth collecting”. She has donated a 
digitally created piece that is part of a limited edition of 10.

Arno Carstens is predominantly known for his music, but he’s  also 
recognised as an artist. A couple of years ago he created a work in 
collaboration with Barend de Wet. This unique piece was auctioned at 
a charity event in 2014, and has now been donated by the owners to 
raise funds at the Imibala Summer Gala.

South African artists Sara Gaqa, Jaret Loggenberg, Androetta Bekker 
and Jaime Danielle Smith have also each donated a work to the 
Imibala Summer Gala Silent Auction. They’re all part of The Travelling 
Art Gallery, an artists initiative that showcases South African art in 
Europe and internationally.

Painting by South African 
artist Androetta Bekker

Birkenhead House in 
Hermanus provides a 

sumptuous seaside sojourn, 
plus there’s a special 

helicopter flip to taste 
Hamilton Russell Wines
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Petra van Husen is an acclaimed German photographer who likes to 
create illusions with her camera. Though photographs, her visually 
very reduced  ‘A Couple’s Tale’ series evokes memories of Japanese 
drawings, of black and white graphics – thus making this a timeless 
encounter between two people without any ties to a specific location. 
Three pieces from the series are included in this lot.

The Goodman Gallery is known to represent established and emerging 
artists who have shaped the landscape of contemporary art in Southern 
Africa. With galleries in Johannesburg, Cape Town and London, it’s one 
of the top go-to places for South African art. Jeremy Wafer and Sam 
Nhlengethwa, both represented by the Goodman Gallery, have each 
generously donated a work towards raising funds for Imibala.

A classic Clutch Bag in Pink 
Ostrich Leather from Cape 
Cobra Leathercraft

Merchants on Long, Okapi and Cape Cobra Leathercraft have 
contributed a series of luxury artisanal items crafted in South Africa.

Cape Cobra Leathercraft is Africa’s largest exporter of exotic leather 
goods. The atelier handcrafts sustainably farmed Nile crocodile, ostrich 
and python skins into timeless pieces in a variety of vibrant colours 
and styles, and a has a long legacy of supplying luxury fashion houses 
around the world. You can bid on its Clutch Bag in Pink Ostrich leather, 
a classic piece that makes an elegant gift.

Okapi’s gilt-edged Oracle 
Playing Cards are embellished  

with hand-drawn African  
animals and deities

Spend a glorious week in 
Tuscany at this sun-drenched 
villa near Siena

Jaret Loggenberg and Sara Gaqa 
are both part of 
www.thetravellingartgallery.com
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www.imibala.auction

Guided by the African philosophy of Ubuntu – ‘I am because we are’ – 
the ethos of Okapi is strongly rooted in the idea of farm-to-table fashion 
and social upliftment to empower local communities. Its luxurious, 
leather goods are entirely handmade in Africa from sustainably sourced 
local materials with a focus on creating opportunities and lasting 
impact. Among its offerings are the AJA Pouch, a Valet Tray Set, Oracle 
Playing Cards, a Bridge Card Holder and a Travel Backgammon Set. 

Merchants on Long is one of the first concept stores dedicated to 
African design. Its donations include a beautiful Ardmore tablecloth, 
beaded candleholders and a Jan Ernst ceramic tentacle sculpture.

Good food is one of the great joys of life, and we’re pleased to have 
some premium culinary experiences on offer. Multiple award-winning 
chef Darren Badenhorst will take diners on a ‘Chef’s Journey’ at La coin 
Francais in Franschhoek. This lots includes a 10-course tasting menu, 
a welcome drink on arrival and a menu autographed by the chef. In a 
separate lot, Darren’s team at DUSK in Stellenbosch will treat you to an 
amazing 13-course tasting menu, with bubbles on arrival and a menu 
signed by chef Callan Austin as a memento of the evening.

There’s more to bid on – including a Springbok rugby jersey signed by 
Siya Kolisi and artwork by the Imibala children – so be sure to go online 
at www.imibala.auction or scan the QR code to see everything on offer. 
We wish you a lot of fun, and good luck!

A pair of beaded 
candleholders from 
Merchants on Long

Jeremy Wafer and  
Sam Nhlengethwa have 
each donated an original 
piece of art

Several amazing food 
lots include multi-course 
dining experiences with top 
chefs Darren Badenhorst and 
David Higgs.

SILENT AUCTION: HOW TO BID 

Simply go to www.imibala.auction (or scan the QR code on 
these pages), register your details and start bidding! The 
system lets you know if you’re the highest bidder or whether 
you’ve been outbid – you can even set a maximum amount 
for your bid. At the end of the evening you’ll know if you’ve 
won your lot(s). 
Good to know: each bid placed within 3 minutes of the 
remaining time will extend the time by another 3 minutes.
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FROM THE CHILDREN  
OF IMIBALA

The Imibala Trust provides programmes that make a substantial and 
measurable difference in the lives of children, now and as they prepare 
for their lives after school. By partnering with Imibala, our supporters 
help to change a child’s future today.

The journey starts with a child getting a new school uniform through 
our flagship programme, Sponsor-a-child. As donations are received, 
they are allocated to children who have been identified by our Schools 
Liaison Team in the Helderberg Basin. Twenty years ago, we helped 53 
children. Now we clothe over 3 000 a year, and we hope to expand the 
programme into other areas in South Africa.
 
We regard donations as an investment in the education of a child, and 
we like to pair a donor with a child to create a link that we hope will 
continue throughout that child’s school years. A donation of R1 400 
will ensure that a child receives a full school tracksuit, a pair of leather 
school shoes, a jersey, a rain jacket, socks, underwear, a t-shirt and 
a school bag with basic stationery. Seeing a child put on their new 
school uniform creates the biggest smiles at Imibala – as is evident in 
the heartfelt letters of thanks our children write to their donors. Some 
of these are reproduced over the following pages.  

Our Creative and Performing Arts Programme can also be relied upon 
to brings smiles and excitement each week. Currently learners from 
10 schools in the Helderberg attend our art, pottery, drama, music 
and ballet classes. Our dedicated team of volunteers plan exciting 
and stimulating experiences that encourage children to develop both 
creative and life skills in a way that is not always possible at their 
schools. Turn the page to see the children’s creativity displayed.
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PAINTING BY RETABHILE WEST

GRADE 2, TEREO COMMUNITY SCHOOL

THANK YOU LETTER 

BY LAZOLA GECWA, RUSTHOF 

SECONDARY HIGH SCHOOL
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THANK YOU LETTER 

BY DINEO BUJE, GRADE 6, 

A.C.J. PRIMARY SCHOOL

PAINTING BY TIMOTY HARMSE 

GRADE 3, TEREO COMMUNITY SCHOOL
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THANK YOU LETTER 

BY ESETHU NYALAMBISA, GRADE 7, 

DANIE ACKERMAN PRIMARY SCHOOL

PAINTING BY SHAUNAY VAN WYK 

GRADE 5, FALSE BAY PRIMARY SCHOOL
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THANK YOU LETTER 

BY REFILOE WEST, GRADE 8, 

NOMZAMO HIGH SCHOOL

PAINTING BY BRENDON MTANDWA

GRADE 5, D. ACKERMAN PRIMARY SCHOOL
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THANK YOU LETTER 

BY LIYA SALAZE, GRADE 4, 

CHRISTMAS TINTO PRIMARY SCHOOL

PAINTING BY JULIETA MTUBA-JUBA

GRADE 6, FALSE BAY PRIMARY SCHOOL
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THANK YOU LETTER 

BY LUNGAKO MAJIKIJELA, GRADE 8, 

SIMANYENE SECONDARY SCHOOL

PAINTING BY MICHEALY ALLOYS

GRADE 2, TEREO COMMUNITY SCHOOL
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THANK YOU LETTER 

BY MARIAM SMITH, GRADE 2, 

MARVIN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL

PAINTING BY MOODISE SNYMAN

GRADE 5, SILHUKANYO PRIMARY SCHOOL
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THANK YOU LETTER 

BY MUSTAFA FREDERICKS, 

RUSTHOF LSEN

PAINTING BY ASAMAHLE MPONTSANE

GRADE 5, UMNQPHISO PRIMARY SCHOOL
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THANK YOU LETTER 

BY VENECIA APOLLIS, GRADE 10, 

MACASSAR SECONDARY SCHOOL

PAINTING BY APHELELE GQOZO

GRADE 5, SILHUKANYO PRIMARY SCHOOL
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SPECIAL THANKS

We would like to extend a big 
thank you to everyone who has 
contributed to the huge success 
of the Imibala Summer Gala 
2023. 

Without the generous support 
of numerous sponsors and all 
the people who have given of 
their time, talent and passion, 
this event would not have been 
possible. 

We’re also incredibly grateful 
to all those who have worked 
tirelessly behind the scenes. 
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